
Labor Market Update
San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara MSA

September work2future Board Meeting



9.4%

13.7%

10.5%

0.0%

2.0%

4.0%

6.0%

8.0%

10.0%

12.0%

14.0%

16.0%

Unemployment Rate

July Unemployment Rate

San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara MSA California USA



12%
April 2020

9.4%
July 2020





Industry Mar-20 Jun-2020 Jul-2020 Change
June-July

Change
March-July

Change Jul-2019 Jul-2020 Change Change
Revised Revised Prelim % Prelim %

Total, All 
Industries 1,144,500 1,059,000 1,059,900 900 (84,600) -7% 1,155,400 1,059,900 (95,500) -8%

Total Farm 5,000 5,300 5,600 300 600 12% 6,300 5,600 (700) -11%

Total Nonfarm 1,139,500 1,053,700 1,054,300 600 (85,200) -7% 1,149,100 1,054,300 (94,800) -8%

Construction 50,000 50,600 50,500 (100) 500 1% 54,100 50,500 (3,600) -7%

Manufacturing 174,700 164,800 166,100 1,300 (8,600) -5% 173,300 166,100 (7,200) -4%

Trade, 
Transportation 
& Utilities 129,800 116,400 119,000 2,600 (10,800) -8% 130,900 119,000 (11,900) -9%

Information 103,400 95,400 93,300 (2,100) (10,100) -10% 104,300 93,300 (11,000) -11%

Financial 
Activities 38,400 36,000 36,700 700 (1,700) -4% 38,400 36,700 (1,700) -4%

Professional & 
Business 
Services 243,000 235,300 238,100 2,800 (4,900) -2% 246,000 238,100 (7,900) -3%

Educational & 
Health Services 179,400 167,300 166,000 (1,300) (13,400) -7% 171,600 166,000 (5,600) -3%

Leisure & 
Hospitality 95,300 72,700 74,500 1,800 (20,800) -22% 110,300 74,500 (35,800) -32%

Other Services 26,200 23,200 24,300 1,100 (1,900) -7% 29,700 24,300 (5,400) -18%

Government 99,100 91,800 85,600 (6,200) (13,500) -14% 90,300 85,600 (4,700) -5%



Automation, Artificial Intelligence, and the 
Future of Work in Silicon Valley

Study Update – July 2020
The COVID Effect



The largest declines in job postings are in lower-
paid, medium-sized occupational groups

Management Occupations

Business and Financial Operations 
Occupations

Computer and Mathematical Occupations

Architecture and Engineering Occupations

Life, Physical, and Social Science Occupations

Community and Social Service Occupations

Legal Occupations

Education, Training, and Library Occupations

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, 
and Media Occupations

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical 
Occupations

Healthcare Support Occupations
Protective Service Occupations

Food Preparation and Serving Related 
Occupations

Building and Grounds Cleaning and 
Maintenance Occupations

Personal Care and Service Occupations

Sales and Related Occupations

Office and Administrative Support 
Occupations

Construction and Extraction Occupations

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair 
Occupations

Production Occupations

Transportation and 
Material Moving …
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The largest decreases in job postings are in occupations 
that require high school diploma or associate’s degrees  

10,000 average job 
postings
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Estimates of 
occupations/industries 
vulnerable to COVID-19



* Using definition developed by the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank

Occupations at higher risk* of COVID-19-related 
unemployment are also more vulnerable to automation

0 20 40 60 80 100

Occupations with high risk of Covid-19 unemployment

All occupations

high probability of automation low probability of automation



* Using definition developed by the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank

Occupations with lower educational requirements face a 
higher risk* of COVID-19-related unemployment

0 20 40 60 80 100

Occupations with high risk of Covid-19 unemployment

All occupations

no formal educational credential high school diploma or equivalent some college, no degree

postsecondary nondegree award associate's and bachelor degree advanced degree (master's or PhD)



* Using definition developed by the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank

Young workers are disproportionally in occupations 
with high risk* of COVID-19-related unemployment
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Occupations with high risk of Covid-19 unemployment

All occupations

14-24 25-34 35-44 45-64 65+



* Using definition developed by the St. Louis Federal Reserve Bank

Hispanic or Latino Workers are disproportionally in 
occupations with high risk* of COVID-19-related 
unemployment
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Occupations with high risk of Covid-19 unemployment

All occupations

Other White Black or African American Asian Hispanic or Latino



Zip codes with higher percentages of resident workers 
with vulnerable jobs tend to also have a higher 
COVID-19 infection rate
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Areas in Santa Clara County with more residents in vulnerable 
occupations also have higher COVID infection rates







Labor Market Update
end


